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Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Alarms 7 
Noise complaints 2 
911 Calls (incl. hang-ups) 2 
Traffi c Stops 9 
Suspicious Circumstances 4 
Suspicious Subjects 2 
Suspicious Vehicles 0
Accident, Property
 100 block Moraga Rd.
Burglary, Auto
 300 block Birchwood Dr.
 200 block Birchwood Dr. 
Domestic Disturbance
 400 block Woodminster Dr.  
Excessive Speed
 Donald Dr/Laird
 Camino Pablo/Oxford
 Arroyo Dr/Sullivan Dr.
 Alta Mesa/Moraga Rd.
 Moraga Rd/St Mary’s Rd. 
ID Theft
 reported to police 
Mentally Ill Commitment
 location n/a
Public Nuisance
 200 block Rheem Blvd. 
Theft, Petty
 500 block Moraga Rd.
 10 block Kings Crown Ct.
 300 block Birchwood Dr. 
Trespass  
 Campolindo High School

Moraga 
Police 
Report
Summary covers 
Nov. 7-12 

City Council 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

s 

Local Knowledge | Extraordinary Results

Bernie & Ryerson Team
925 200 2222 or 925 878 9685 

gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken.ryerson@pacunion.com 

License # 00686144 | 01418309

Concierge Real Estate Services

Combined 40+ years of unparalleled service

Representing buyers & sellers in Lamorinda

Trend setting marketing customized for each home

Committed to helping you achieve your goals
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Are you considering selling your home?
 
If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide 
you with a complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as 
a comprehensive marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale 
price in today’s market!

Hillsides and ridgelines: Town council begins laying 
new law of  the land
By Sophie Braccini

While revision of land devel-
opment regulations is not a 

sexy topic, it is complex, and de-
cisions that are made now will af-
fect the future of Moraga for years 
to come.
 After years of study sessions, 
public forums, task force work 
and countless staff hours, the 
Moraga Town Council on Nov. 15 
began reviewing the fi nal modi-
fi cations that should clarify and 
amend the town’s rules regard-
ing development on hillsides and 
ridgelines. The two original texts 
that regulate Moraga’s land devel-
opment practices are the General 
Plan and the Moraga Open Space 
Ordinance, plus different imple-
mentation ordinances that need 
harmonization.

 Broadly speaking, two groups 
sat in opposition during the coun-
cil meeting: large property owners 
who believe the new rules will pe-
nalize them and create unintended 
consequences on downtown devel-
opment; and the nonprofi t group 
Protect Lamorinda Open Space 
that wants to maximize the protec-
tion of ridgelines and viewsheds, 
regardless of the economic impact 
on property owners. A majority of 
the current council members were 
elected with the support of PLOS.
 MOSO restricts allowed devel-
opment to one home per 20 acres 
in high-risk areas, as determined 
by a map of landslides and other 
hazards. MOSO implementation 
regulations allowed increasing 
that potential building envelope 

when the site was remediated. The 
new rules will limit to one unit 
per 20 acres in high-risk areas, 
whether remediation takes place 
or not. The planning commission 
was split on the issue, with some 
commissioners stating that giving 
a bonus of development would en-
courage remediation, which could 
be good for the town. The coun-
cil members voted in favor of the 
maximum restriction.
 Council Member Kymberleigh 
Korpus argued that if someone re-
mediated a site out of necessity, 
and came back years later to build 
on their property, the new status of 
the land should be the baseline to 
determine the building allotment, 
not its former high-risk state. The 
Protect Lamorinda Open Space 
group demanded that the most re-
strictive rule be applied.
 A few large property owners 
came to the meeting to defend 
their interests. The Bruzzone fam-
ily was represented by their law-
yer, a consultant, and two mem-
bers of the family. 
 The group representing the 
Bruzzones argued that the pro-
posed new rules for building 
height on hillsides and new view-
shed requirements would curtail 
downtown development. The 
purposed rule aims to ensure that 
at least 35 percent of major ridge-

lines can still be visible after new 
homes are built. PLOS asked that 
developers be required to present 
a simulation of someone traveling 
along their development to make 
sure that the viewshed was pro-
tected. Dave Bruzzone said that if 
such a rule was adopted, the de-
velopment of the Moraga Center 
Specifi c Plan would be compro-
mised. The council decided that 
the maximum building height 
should not be changed for now, 
but approved the PLOS proposal 
to mandate the protection of view-
sheds along scenic corridors for 
developments built nearby.
 The council fi nally discussed 
if exceptions and exemptions to 
the new rules should be granted 
to projects that have been in the 
works for years, such as the Bol-
linger Canyon project that has 
been 13 years in the making. The 
council members agreed that a 
project completely approved, such 
as the new homes in the country 
club would be exempt, but they 
decided that the Bollinger project 
needed more discussion before a 
decision could be made.
 After four and a half hours of 
discussions, the council members 
decided to meet again in January 
during a special meeting to fi nish 
the study session and get closer to 
adopting fi nal changes.

Two special town events planned for December
The Hacienda Foundation, 

which was formed in 2006 
to enhance, promote and preserve 
the Hacienda de las Flores in 
Moraga, will hold its annual hol-
iday faire Dec. 1-3. Faire hours 
on Friday will be from noon to 8 
p.m., and from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday. Held 
at the historic site, the fundrais-
ing faire will feature handcrafted 
items and gourmet foods from 

over 45 local artisans, as well as 
complimentary wine tasting from 
Captain Vineyards from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Friday evening, and 4 to 
6 p.m. on Saturday.
 Additionally, the Moraga 
Youth Involvement Committee 

will be serving hot cocoa and 
cookies during a special tree 
lighting event with Santa at 6:30 
p.m. prior to the 7 p.m. tree light-
ing ceremony on Thursday, Dec. 
7 in Moraga Commons Park. 
Attendees can participate in this 

annual event by donating to the 
Buy-a-Bulb Fundraiser. For in-
formation, visit the Town of 
Moraga website at www.moraga.
ca.us and enter “Buy a Bulb” in 
the top right search bar.
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CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Moraga Road at Sky Hy Drive views of Palos Colorados Ridgelines
Image provided

KarenRichardsonGroup.com    
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  New Construction 
ORINDA 
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   Pre-Market Listing! 
LAFAYETTE 
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   Pre-Market Listing! 
LAFAYETTE 
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   Represented Buyers 
WALNUT CREEK 

925.639.3904  


